MALMESBURY

St. Aldhelm, who was of royal birth, also studied at Canter-
bury under Abbot Hadrian, the great classical scholar, and
became himself one of the most learned men of his day. He
was able to read and write Latin, Greek and Hebrew; he
was a student of law and philosophy and also, which he found
far more difficult, of arithmetic. He dearly loved verse-
making and singing and it is said that St. Dunstan, c for his
sake who loved music,' gave the Church an organ. St. Aldhelm
evidently used music as an aid to conversion, for we are told
that,c seeing with sorrow the little effect the services of religion
had on the peasants ... he placed himself on the bridge across
the Avon, which they had to cross on their way home, in the
garb of a minstrel, and when he had arrested the crowd and
fully enthralled their attention by the sweetness of his song, he
gradually introduced into his popular lay some of the solemn
truths of religion and thus won many hearts to the faith.' He
was a great church builder ; not only did he build the Abbey
Church at Malmesbury, which rivalled in beauty that of St.
Wilfred at Hexham, but also a chapel to St. Laurence at Brad-
ford-on-Avon and Sherborne Abbey, of which he was made
Bishop in 705. He died in 709 and was buried in Malmesbury
Abbey.

Until the coming of the Danes, Malmesbury was a centre
not only of religion, but also of secular learning. One monk
even experimented in aviation. He made a pair of wings with
which he attempted to fly from the tower, but he fell to the
ground, breaking his legs. In the ninth century the monastery
was burnt to the ground by the Danes and had to be rebuilt

141